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popular disfavour. On the day when all Lon-
don was assembled to do honour to Haig and his
Army Commanders - marching in procession
through the capital to be received by the Monarch
- Haig found time to go to Lord Haldane's house
and leave with him a copy of the war despatches
inscribed : " To Viscount Haldane of Cloan, the
greatest Secretary for War England has ever had.
In grateful remembrance of his successful efforts
in organising our military forces for a war on
the Continent, notwithstanding much opposition
from his Army Council and the half-hearted
support of his Parliamentary friends. - Haig, F.M."

Still in the prime of life, in perfect mental and
physical health, he could have aspired to further
high office in the service of his country. His Army
Commanders were within a short time ruling
Palestine, Egypt, and Canada. He chose another
outlet for his energies. Far back in the days of the
bitter struggle on the Somme, he had told a
member of his Staff that when the war was over
he would devote what remained to him of life to
the service of the men and officers who under him
were serving and suffering for their country.
Now the resolve was strengthened by the hard-
ships which he saw his demobilised men forced to
endure. He set himself resolutely to the new
task. Called as a witness before the Select
Committee of the House of Commons on Pensions,
he had condemned as " inhuman and scanda~
lous" the treatment first proposed, and had